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edition had first been deposited. Various times were allowed for
the delivery of a work, according to the foreign country con-
cerned and the nature of the work to be deposited1 (ss. 5-7).

Prior to the passing of this Act an interesting discussion arose
in the Upper House during the third reading of the Bill. It was
suggested that an amendment be added requiring the deposit of
copies for the use of the other four privileged libraries, in ad-
dition to the copy required for the use of the British Museum.
The adoption of this amendment would undoubtedly have al-
tered the course of the history of legal deposit in a surprising
manner. Luckily, however, one of the debaters had the foresight
to remark that if copies for these four libraries were required
from foreign authors, foreign governments might, with equal
justice, demand several copies of every English work published
abroad. The prospect of English authors being obliged to deposit
possibly a hundred or more copies of a work in order to obtain
copyright for it throughout the world was so unthinkable that
the proposed amendment was dropped.

* By ss. 4-7.
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